Microcysts of the permanent adrenal cortex in perinates and infants,.
Microscopic cysts in the permanent cortices of adrenal glands were studied in a series of 274 infants, some of whom had been stillborn and none of whom were more than 12 months old. After correction for length of gestation, there were no significant relationships between the occurence and number of microcysts and various maternal, placental, and perinatal diseases. A significant direct correlation was demonstrated statistically with shorter gestational period and shorter survival time after birth. We concluded that the adrenal microcysts are either a developmental feature or the result of a greater susceptibility to stress in the fetus and newborn than in older infants.